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November 13, 2016 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
5:00 P.M. - Saturday evening  
7:30, 9:30, 11:15 A.M. 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE:  
Monday-Friday 6:30 A.M. 
Monday-Saturday 8:00 A.M. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:  
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated once a month 
during a parish Sunday Liturgy. Arrangements are to be 
made 3 months in advance.  
 

NEW PARISHIONERS:  
Our Mother of Good Counsel warmly welcomes new 
parishioners. We believe in the “Stewardship Program” 
committed to serving God through offering our gifts of 
time, talents, and treasure for the good of our parish and 
those in need. We ask you to register as soon as possible 
by completing a registration form available in the church 
office during regular office hours. Parishioners moving 
should notify the church office of any change in address 
or phone number. 

COMMUNION/HOME VISITS 

If you are ill or unable to come to Mass for any period of 

time, please call the Parish Office (610-525-0147) and we 

will be happy to visit you and bring Communion to you. 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 

Saturday: 11:30 - 12:00 Noon 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday  9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 

Friday 9:00 A.M.- 3:00 P.M. 

Parish Office and Rectory Phone: (610) 525-0147 

FAX NUMBER: (610) 525-0157 

 

PARISH WEB SITE: 

http://www.OMGCPARISH.ORG 



Page 2  Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

GOD’S GIFTS OF WISDOM AND GRACE LAST FOREVER 
 

 Even today, in the 21st century, there are some who, claiming to be prophets, look to today’s Gospel 
(Luke 21:5-19) and other similar apocalyptic narratives as a timetable by which to predict the end of time, and 
who interpret those signs that supposedly signal its appearance.  Even today, some followers of Jesus use such 
texts as a “literary bludgeon” to frighten the faithful into submission or to instill in them a fear that might re-
sult in their conversion and repentance.  However, if the genre of end-of-time literature is to be correctly ap-
preciated and understood, all of the events described in today’s Gospel have already become the stuff of mem-
ory. 
 Handed over to the civil authorities, many died during the persecution under Nero in the 60s; more 
were perishing at the order of Domitian in the 80s.  In the midst of all these struggles, imposters were purport-
ing to be the messiah whose return in glory they awaited.  Yet each in turn was proven to be false, and some 
followers of Jesus had begun to wonder if and when he would ever return. 
 To allay their fears, bolster their hope and strengthen their resistance, the Lucan evangelist reminded 
his readers of the promise of Jesus that was ever-present.  He urged them to look at Jesus in whom the pres-
ence of the eternal God took on flesh and a face that looks with love on those who struggle.  Don’t be terri-
fied, said Jesus.  Don’t follow false leaders.  Look upon the persecution you will surely suffer for my sake as 
an opportunity to give testimony.  If and when that opportunity becomes ours, Jesus has promised to give us 
wisdom in speaking that our adversaries will be powerless to resist or refute. 
 Jesus’ promise encourages purity of spirit and integrity in his disciples.  Disciples do not testify to Je-
sus with their lips and then live in a manner that contradicts their testimony.  To do so is to live a lie that 
serves no one – not Jesus, not the Gospel, not the community or even oneself. 
 Jesus has promised that his gift of wisdom will be available to those who are willing to witness to him 
in truth even when that truthfulness might result in persecution.  We, for our part, are to welcome his gift of 
wisdom, to continue looking first and foremost to God for every good grace, and then to roll with the punches 
and the pain until he comes again to take us home.  

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

We are asked to remember in our prayers: 

Margaret Simyak, Janine Hoffman, 
Michael and Andrew McCaughey, 

Deacon George McAndrews,  
Christian Milton, 

 and Fr. Michael Hilden, OSA.   

 Please call the Parish Office (610-525-0147) 
if you would like to request yourself or a family 
member be put on our prayer list for the next 4 
weeks.  You can also make a request that the prayers 
of the community be renewed for another 4 week 
period as often as needed or desired. 
 
New Members:  We welcome to our parish 
community Mr. and Mrs. Matthew and Elizabeth 
Wentzel who recently registered with us. 
 
Deceased:  We pray for the happy repose of the 
souls of William Lilienthal, Sr. and Margaret Hunter 
and for the consolation of their families. 

H.O.P.E. 
 

If you need a trip to the doctor, shopping, etc., call 
Carol Way at 610-525-5817 or S. Anne at 610-525-
0147, ext 234. 
 

SENIOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
 

 The Senior members of our parish and 
surrounding community will meet again on Friday, 
November 18 at 12 noon in the Social Center of our 
school building.  Please bring your usual lunch 
nourishment and we will provide desserts and 
beverages.  Looking forward to seeing you on that 
date and time. 
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ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

Dear Friends, 
 The title above is one of the most common 
quotes on our parish sign at the corner of 
Pennswood and Lancaster.  We, of course, use the 
sign to give information about upcoming events and 
Mass schedules.  But this phrase, ALL ARE 
WELCOME, often fills the board in between 
events.  This phrase became one of the parish 
catchphrases from our Visioning Conference that 
took place in our parish about six years ago.  It 
really seems to fit our parish’s strong tendency 
toward inclusion. 
 After all the many, many times I’ve put 
those words on that sign, I recently became aware 
of an issue I needed to deal with.  We were at the 
food shelter in Norristown, (the Patrician Society, 
who does great work) and I couldn’t get past the 
fact that one gentleman was holding up the line 
because he wanted only a specific kind of soup.  
The next day at the parish, there was a young lady 
who was homeless, (a very sad story) and she had 
nicer shoes than my kids.  We love going to Mass at 
OMGC, but I have noticed something in the last few 
months as I attend Mass.  I was suddenly becoming 
distracted by people who came late, or people who 
talked all through Mass, or the children who 
wouldn’t stop fidgeting, or the persons who left 
early, or those with special needs making 
disturbances.  I have been praying for an answer. 
 Then, as I was putting the sign up on 
Lancaster Ave. last week for about the 100th time, it 
came to me:  ALL ARE WELCOME!  My answer 
was threefold: 

1. I am becoming a cranky old man.  (Don’t tell 
my children.).+++++++++++++++ 

   2.  Now I know why they call us PRACTICING 
 Catholics (I still need a lot of practice). 
  3.  All really are welcome (even cranky old men).                 

Thank God! 
 

Signed, 
A PRACTICING Catholic, 

Joe Carey 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
for  November 6, 2016 

 

Today’s readings paint a somewhat frightening 
picture of the end of time.  But the Gospel ends with 
the assurance to faithful stewards that those who 
persevere will be saved. 
 

Envelope Contributions ............................ $7,210.00 
Loose Contributions .................................. $1,680.00 
Mailed in ...................................................... $535.00 
Total Offertory Collection ........................ $9,425.00 
Offering this time last year ..................... $15,721.00 
Parish giving ………………………..……...$950.00 
 

Thank you for your Stewardship to your Parish. 
Please remember the Church in your will. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

On Saturday evening, November 19 
at the 5:00 p.m. Mass, Fr. John 
Deary, OSA will celebrate his Fiftieth 
Anniversary of Ordination with our 
Parish Community.  The Mass will be 
followed by a light Reception in the 

Social Center of the school building to assist him in 
celebrating this wonderful occasion.  Please plan to 
join us. 

 

THANKSGIVING WEEKEND 
November 24 – 27, 2016 

Thanksgiving Day – November 24 – 9:00 Mass 
Friday, November 25 – Parish Office Closed 

Sunday, November 27 – First Sunday of Advent 
 

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT 
 

    If there is anything you would like to bring to 
the attention of the Council by way of ideas, 
suggestions or concerns, please call Dianne Meyer 
610-310-0506 or dameyer1620@comcast.net. 
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PARISH THANKSGIVING 
Evening Prayer and Dinner 

 

 Please join us for our annual Thanksgiving 
Celebration as a Parish Community.  This event will 
take place on Sunday, November 20 with Prayer in 
Church at 4:00pm followed by dinner in the School 
Gym.  We need to know how much turkey and 
cranberries to order.  Please RSVP by Friday, 
November 11.  You can still make your reservation 
by either calling the Parish Office at 610-525-0147 
or emailing:  www.bbieg@omgcparish.net with your 
name, contact information and the number of people 
attending no later than tomorrow, Monday, 
November 14. 
 Please bring non-perishable food items to the 
church or to the gym which will be distributed to 
local food pantries.  Thank you.  
 

YEAR OF MERCY LECTURE 
 

 The Peace and Justice Committee of St. 
Thomas of Villanova and Our Mother of Good 
Counsel Parishes invite you to a Year of Mercy 
Lecture given by Sister Mary Elizabeth Clark, a 
Sister of St. Joseph, on Wednesday, November 16th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Rosemont Auditorium of St. 
Thomas’ Parish. 
 Sister’s topic is ADVOCACY: Love at the 
Root of the Problem.  This presentation addresses 
some of the root causes of suffering both locally and 
globally today.  What are some ways we as people 
of faith can deepen our response to the suffering of 
people in our world.  Does it matter how we 
respond?  Does it make a difference?  What are 
some practical ways I/we can respond? 
 Sister “Betsy” is the Director of the Earth 
Center at Chestnut Hill College.  She also serves as 
an Ambassador for the U. S. Catholic Bishops 
Climate Change Covenant.  Please plan to join us for 
this very important and enlightening topic which 
calls us to be a voice for those who are voiceless in 
our society and in our world.  

RCIA INQUIRY SESSIONS 
 

 The RCIA Inquiry sessions will meet one 
more Tuesday evening, November 15 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Parish Center/Church Office building.  
Presently we have three women preparing to receive 
Sacraments of Initiation here at our Parish.  We will 
begin our Sunday morning sessions after the 9:30 
am Mass on the First Sunday of Advent, November 
27.  Please keep these women in your prayers.  New 
adults wishing to enter this process are always 
welcome.  Please call Sr. Anne Woodeshick at 610-
5 2 5 - 0 1 4 7  –  e x t .  2 3 4  o r  e m a i l : 
awoodeshick@omgcparish.net.  
 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE! 
 

 You can find a copy of the OMGC 2017 
calendar at www.omgcparish.org.  All events are 
subject to change.  Because the calendar is not all-
inclusive, we will continue to include updated 
monthly calendars in the bulletin and on the website. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

 We had a great First Sunday Liturgy and 
lunch.  Before Mass, we learned about the liturgical 
year and the closing of the Pope’s Jubilee Year of 
Mercy.  At lunch, we created mitres and 
remembered a time when we showed mercy 
sometime during the year.  A great time was had by 
all and Fr. Liam was so proud of our hats. 
 

FAMILY UPDATE 
 

 The Wrobleski Family is extremely grateful 
to all those who donated gift cards to help them out 
in their time of need when they lost their home to 
fire in June.  Things have been moving along and 
they have been in temporary housing for a few 
months.  The hope is to be back in their rebuilt and 
refurbished home by Christmas.  Please continue to 
pray for them. 



Page 5  Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
December 8, 2015-November 20, 2016 

Sustaining the Action 
 

 The Jubilee Year of Mercy comes to a close 
on the Solemnity of Christ the King, November 20, 
2016.  This year of prayer and reflection on God’s 
mercy and God’s call for us to be his people of 
mercy may come to an end then; but as disciples in 
Christ, the actions we have taken inspired by this 
prayer and reflection  continue to challenge us to do 
more.  OMGC has adopted plans to expand our 
current numerous works of mercy and efforts to 
bring justice to those who are excluded from society 
in any way.  Special emphasis is being placed on 
food insecurity, long a priority for the Parish. 
 Some facts behind the priority:  Although the 
number of Americans living at risk of hunger has 
decreased by 12% since the beginning of the Great 
Recession, 42 million remain insecure (they lack a 
stable, reliable means of getting the food they need) 
about where the next meal will come from; 13 
million of these are children.  Worldwide, 795 
million remain hungry.  Worldwide, 2.6 million 
children die every year as a result of hunger-related 
causes.  Even short term episodes of hunger can 
cause damage to a child’s development.  They are 
put at risk for cognitive, behavioral, emotional and 
physical problems.  Clearly, there is much more that 
needs to be done. 
 There are many opportunities for you and 
your family to live the Gospels and help.  A previous 
bulletin summarized the current activities to feed the 
poor and hungry.  Watch future bulletins and the 
OMGC Website, (www.omgcparish.org) for further 
information.  Bread for the World (BFW) offers the 
opportunity to seek justice for the poor and hungry 
by advocating for change to the policies, programs 
and systems that allow hunger and poverty to exist 
for so many.  On Wednesday, November 16, at 
7:00 p.m., Sr. Mary Elizabeth Clark, SSJ will 
present a seminar on advocacy to help us to be more 
effective in our efforts to create change that will 
reduce the incidence of food insecurity faster.  We 
are researching other opportunities to advocate for 
change and will report on these over the next several 
months. 
 Please join us in any of these efforts where 
you feel comfortable; if possible, reach a little 
beyond your comfort level.  If you have other ideas  

for opportunities to help, please let us know. Con- 
tact Sr. Anne at awoodeshick@omgcparish.net or 
Bill Jones at conbill4@msn.com.  
 

FALL FESTIVAL THANK YOU 
 

 We continue to thank our Fall Festival 
Sponsors: 

Sun Valley Pizza 
Temple University 

MGolf Driving Range 
Rose Nails 

Ardmore Park Beverage 
The Mud Room 

Bryn Mawr Car Wash 
Chairloom 

John Deere (Robert E. Little) 
Wendy’s 

Jeannie’s Deli 
Robert Fallon Construction 

Central Plumbing Heating & Air Conditioning 
 

PROJECT ELF 
 

 Once again, our parish will conduct Project 
Elf.  We have a number of families that will have a 
difficult time making Christmas a happy time in 
their homes due to financial circumstances.  We also 
have a number of families that are able to help out 
by becoming an “Elf” for these families.  Needy 
families will provide us with a “wish list.”  Elf 
families will then be asked to “adopt” the needy 
family and help by providing items on their wish 
list.  Many of these families also need a Christmas 
meal.  We have “Elves” that help with that as well.  
We had a very successful year last year and were 
able to provide a very nice Christmas for 12 families 
right here in our own parish.  If you are interested in 
being an “Elf” family, please contact Karen Carey at 
610-525-0147 or kcarey@omgcparish.net for more 
information. 
 

FAMILIES IN NEED 
 

 If you know a family that may need some 
help this Christmas, either with gifts or food, and 
you think they may benefit from Project Elf, please 
contact Karen Carey at 610-525-0147 or 
kcarey@omgcparish.net.  Even if that family is 
yourself. 
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JOB AVAILABLE 
 

 Merion Mercy Academy, a Catholic 
independent all-girls high school, sponsored by the 
Sisters of Mercy, is seeking to hire a Dance Team 
Coach.  Qualified applicants are asked to submit a 
cover letter and resume by November 15 to Athletic 
Director, Barbara Clarke, at bclarke@merion-
mercy.com. 
 

NEEDED: A FRIEND! 
 

 Do you have one hour a week?  Dolphins of 
Delaware Valley, a local organization, long affiliated 
with our parish, matches a volunteer with a nearby 
nursing home resident – not just any resident, but 
someone experiencing the long term isolation and 
loneliness which often occur in nursing homes.  We 
always need both women and men visitors.  Please 
learn more about being a volunteer by checking out 
our website at www.dolphinsofdelawarevalley.org 
or by calling Marilyn Knox, Volunteer Coordinator 
a t  6 1 0 - 5 8 5 - 7 1 4 1  o r  e ma i l  h e r  a t 
marilynk@ecs1870.org. 
 

SEASONAL HANDBELL CHOIR 
Newcomers Welcome! 

 

Our beautiful handbell choir is readying to play for 
the Seasons of Advent and Christmastide.  Anyone 
interested in joining should be of junior high age and 
up, no previous experience needed.  An introductory 
overview is offered at a time convenient for you, 
with the entire group meeting for an hour weekly.  
For further details, please call Jo-Ann Stigliano at 
the parish office—610-525-0147, extension 238. 
 

CYO GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
 

 We are excited to reintroduce a CYO 7th and 
8th grade Varsity girls’ team for girls in St. Thomas 
and Our Mother of Good Counsel parishes.  St. 
Thomas parishioner, Marita Finley is ready to coach 
the girls.  Please spread the word, bring a friend and 
come to our tryouts which will be held in early 
November.  Visit www.wagdogs.com and register 
through OMGC parish – girls basketball.  Once 
registered, we can contact you directly regarding 
tryout dates and times.  Call Marita with any 
questions at 610-592-5362.  
 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 
 

7:30 OUR MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL  
 PARISHIONERS 
9:30 DAVE HILL (1ST ANNIVERSARY) 
11:15 BIAGIO AND PASQUAROSA DI LEO 
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
 

6:30 LUCILLE D’AMICO 
8:00 GAETANO AND ANTONIETTA 
 CONICELLA 
 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
 

6:30 NOVEMBER LIST 
8:00 PEGGY GALLAGHER 
 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
 

6:30 LEWIS H. VAN DUSEN, JR. 
 (12TH ANNIVERSARY) 
8:00 ACHILLE AND MARY BARONE 
 (BIRTHDAY) 
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
 

6:30 NOVEMBER LIST 
8:00 SIR CHARLES AND NADY VILLIERS 
 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18 
 

6:30   DECEASED MEMBERS AND 
 BENEFACTORS, OSA 
8:00 JOHN PHILLIPS, JR. 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19 
 

8:00 SHIRLEY JABLONSKI (ANNIVERSARY) 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 
 

7:30 OUR MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL 
 PARISHIONERS 
9:30 MURIEL LEILA MARY LUND 
 (71ST ANNIVERSARY) 
11:15 TRUDY GILDEA 


