Our Mother

of Good Counsel

Parish Community
Staffed by the Augustinian Friars and the
Sisters of Mercy for over a century

31 PENNSWOOD ROAD
BRYN MAWR, PA 19010

March 11, 2018

- Fr. Liam O’Doherty, OSA, Pastor, Ext. 230

- Fr. James Martinez, OSA, Pastor Emeritus

"f‘ Fr. John Deary, OSA, Parochial Vicar...Ext. 228

~ Fr. James McBurney, OSA, In Residence...Ext. 233

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
5:00 P.M. - Saturday evening
7:30,9:30, 11:15 A.M.

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
Monday-Friday 6:30 A.M. (Except June, July, & August)
Monday-Saturday 8:00 A.M.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:

The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated once a month
during a parish Sunday Liturgy. Arrangements are to be
made 3 months in advance.

NEW PARISHIONERS:

Our Mother of Good Counsel warmly welcomes new
parishioners. We believe in the “Stewardship Program”
committed to serving God through offering our gifts of
time, talents, and treasure for the good of our parish and
those in need. We ask you to register as soon as possible
by completing a registration form available in the church
office during regular office hours. Parishioners moving
should notify the church office of any change in address
or phone number.

\‘E»’;{i Fr. Thomas Pohto, OSA, In Residence...Ext. 250
* Br. William C. Harkin, OSA, Deacon...Ext. 249
" Mr. Joseph Carey, Facilities Manager...Ext. 262
Mrs. Karen Carey, Coordinator of Religious Education and

Youth Ministry...Ext. 227

Jo-Ann Stigliano, Director of Music Ministries...Ext. 238
Sr. Anne Woodeshick, RSM, Parish Ministry...Ext. 234

~ Donna Descano, Administrative Assistant...Ext. 221
Peggy Juhline, Business Manager...Ext. 225

COMMUNION/HOME VISITS
If you are ill or unable to come to Mass for any period of
time, please call the Parish Office (610-525-0147) and we

will be happy to visit you and bring Communion to you.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturday: 11:30 - 12:00 Noon

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Thursday 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Friday 9:00 A.M.- 3:00 P.M.

Parish Office and Rectory Phone: (610) 525-0147
FAX NUMBER: (610) 525-0157

PARISH WEB SITE:
http://www.OMGCPARISH.ORG
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GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD...

In explaining himself and his mission in today’s Gospel (John 3:14-21), Jesus alludes to a very odd
story from the Exodus tradition. When venomous snakes attacked the discontented people in the desert, the
God who had forbidden the people to make images and who condemned Aaron’s golden calf as an idol, told
Moses to mold a serpent of bronze that people could look on and be healed.

The images are quite different: the calf represented a foreign god and the serpent a demonic figure.
But why would God command the people to gaze on the serpent? Jewish mystics explained looking at the
serpent as looking upon evil in order to turn away from it. Gazing on the repulsive, frightening serpent was a
symbol of admitting sin and seeking God’s help. It’s almost an anticipation of the first six of Alcoholics
Anonymous’ 12 steps which take people in recovery from recognizing their powerlessness to asking God to
transform them. When we take this idea deeper, it becomes clear that the only reason to look at sin, to think
about it, or to admit our guilt, is because we know that forgiveness is a possibility.

If forgiveness were not a possibility, there would be no reason to speak of sin because no change, no
transformation could ever take place; things would simply be as they are, miserable or fortunate as fate would
have it. God told Moses to fashion a serpent, a symbol of sin and misery, and have the people gaze on it.
When they faced it, they could understand that sin was not the only possibility open to them. God was greater
than the snake. Similarly, the life Jesus offered was stronger than death: there was no reason to fear.

Jesus’ statement to Nicodemus, that the Son of Man must be “lifted up” was the first of three times he
spoke of being lifted up in John’s Gospel. These three statements are John’s counterparts to the Synoptics’
three passion predictions, but in John’s Gospel they all speak of glorification rather than humiliation and suf-
fering. Jesus uses the image of Moses raising up the serpent as a foreshadowing of how he will be raised up,
how his cross will be a sign of victory and the offer of eternal life. Jesus, the Christ, glorified on the cross, is
the ultimate sign of human faith and divine love.

PRAYER REQUESTS FRIDAYS OF LENT
We are asked to remember in our prayers: at Qur Mother of Counsel Parish

Janine Hoffman, Carol Luty, 6:30 pm Each week there will be a simple

William O’Donnell, Penelope Marlowe, supper in the Social Center of the

Michael and Andrew McCaughey, school building
and all who care for the sick and dying. 7:00 pm In the church there will be a different
Please call the Parish Office (610-525-0147) prayer service each week:
if you would like to request yourself or a family March 16 This evening, we will have our

member be put on our prayer list for the next 4
weeks. You can also make a request that the prayers
of the community be renewed for another 4-week
period as often as needed or desired.

simple supper and the service in the
gym. The service will be a Scripture
service with video on the Bible. It
will be something in which the whole
family can participate.

Deceased: We pray for the happy repose of the March 23 Living Stations of the Cross

souls of George Razionale and Frederick R.
Patanovick and for the consolation of their families.

H.O.P.E

If you need a ride to the doctor, shopping,
etc., call Carol Way at 610-525-5817 or S. Anne at
610-525-0147, ext. 234.

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT

If there is anything you would like to bring to
the attention of the Council by way of ideas, sug-
gestions or concerns, please call Ron Hicks at 610-
449-2748.

© 1. S. Paluch Co., Inc.
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Reconciliation
Service

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Local Parishes
PENANCE SERVICE:

St. Anastasia
Wednesday, March 14 at 7:00pm

Annunciation B.V.M.
Monday, March 19 at 7:00pm

Our Mother of Good Counsel
Monday, March 19 at 7:30pm

St. Dorothy
Monday, March 19 at 7:00pm

St. Denis
Wednesday, March 21 at 7:00pm

St. Katharine of Siena
Wednesday, March 21 at 7:00pm

Sacred Heart
Thursday, March 22 at 7:00pm

St. Thomas of Villanova
Monday, March 26 at 7:30pm
(Villanova church on University Campus)

St. Pius X
Tuesday, March 27 at 7:00pm

St. John Neumann
Tuesday, March 27 at 7:00pm

Please Note: Our Parish’s Communal Penance
Service will be held on Monday evening, March 19
at 7:30 p.m. in the Church.

SENIOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS

The Senior Group will meet on Friday,
March 23 at 12 noon in the Social Center of our
school building. On this occasion, we will enjoy a
“Penny Auction”. Those attending are asked to
bring one or several items from your home that are
barely used or not used at all. Bring these items
which you no longer have any use or need for,
unwrapped, and enjoy watching your friends and
neighbors bid on them. It’s always a fun afternoon.
Come and join us for lunch. Bring a sandwich or
your usual lunch nourishment and we will provide
beverages and desserts.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
for March 4, 2018

All that we have and all that we are comes from
God. “We are truly God’s handiwork,” says St. Paul
in the second reading, “created in Christ Jesus to
lead the life of good deeds—which God prepared for
us in advance.”

Envelope Contributions .............c..ccveuneee.. $7,387.00
Loose Contributions...........cceeeeveeeeeeeeeennennnn $929.00
Mailed in...oooeveiiiiiiieieeeeeecee e, $1,770.00
Total Offertory Collection ...................... $10,086.00
Offering this time last year ....................... $9,787.00
Parish giving...............coooiiiiiii, $445.00

Thank you for your Stewardship to your Parish.
Please remember the Church in your will.

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY
NETWORK (IHN)

Thank you to all who have volunteered your
time, energy and hospitality to the families who will
be joining us today here in the parish for the week.
We ask your prayers for the families in particular,
but also that their time with us will be a safe, healthy
and profitable one for these families who are
temporarily without homes.

Important IHN Phone Numbers: Because
of our phone system here in the parish, it is
important that you know the numbers to call if you
are trying to reach someone helping with the
IHN families during the week of March 11-18.
These numbers will be necessary to have whenever
the Parish Office is closed or after 5:00 p.m. on
work days this week.

Parish Phone — 610-525-0147 — Ext. 255
(Social Center — school)
IHN Direct Line — 610-525-1727

PEACE AND JUSTICE

The Peace and Justice Committee will meet
once again on Thursday, March 15 at 7:00pm
(Please note new time for meeting) at St. Thomas of
Villanova Parish Center in Rosemont.

© J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.
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LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR
CHILDREN IS COMING!!

Our parish will begin having Liturgy of the
Word for Children at the 11:15 Mass every Sunday,
beginning on March 18. This is a program where
the Presider invites children, ages 5 to 10, to join the
leader who will take the children to the daily chapel
and proclaim the Word of God in a manner which is
easier for the children to understand. The children
will then recite a children’s version of the Creed and
have petitions before rejoining their family in the
main church. We are in need of ministers to help
make this a success. If you are willing to take part
in this exciting ministry at our parish, please contact
Karen Carey at kcarey@omgcparish.net or 610-525-
0147.

LIVING STATIONS

Our parish is proud to once again be
presenting the Living Stations by our youth and
young people in the parish. We are still accepting
children who would like to participate. Our practice
schedule is as follows:

Sunday, March 11 from 12:15 to 2:00 (note change
in time) in the Church;

Sunday, March 18 from 12:15 to 2:00 (note change
in time) in the Church;

Presentation to be held Friday evening, March 23
at 7:00pm.

We are still in need of many participants!
All children in grades 2 through 12 are invited to
join in the program. Please contact Karen Carey at
610-525-0147 or kcarey@omgcparish.net for more
information.

YOUTH GROUP UPCOMING DATES:

Sunday, March 25 — General Meeting and prep for
Easter Egg Hunt —
2:30 to 4:30pm
Sunday, April 1 — During the 11:15 Mass,
prep for Easter Egg Hunt,
and help with Hunt following 11:15 Mass

Donations Needed: The OMGC Youth
Group is looking for donations of candy to fill Easter
Eggs with. Candy must be small enough to fit in
plastic Easter Eggs AND individually wrapped. If
you are able to help contribute, please drop your
donations in the food basket at church and mark
them: FEaster Egg Hunt OR drop them off at the
Parish Office any time during the week.

© J. 8. Paluch Co., Inc.

ANNUAL PARISH-WIDE MEETING

SUNDAY, APRIL 29
SOCIAL CENTER
IN THE SCHOOL BUILDING
12:30-3:00 P.M.

JOHN DEAR BOOK TOUR

Nobel Peace Prize Nominee

Join us on Friday, March 23 from 7:00-
8:30pm at the Convent of Mercy Auditorium, 515
Montgomery Avenue in Merion as John Dear
launches his new book, entitled: They Will Inherit
the Earth: Peace and Nonviolence in a Time of
Climate Change. In this landmark work, author and
activist, John Dear, connects the way of active
nonviolence with solidarity with Creation! A free
will offering will be collected for Pace e Bene, an
organization working for peace and non-violence.
All Are Welcome!

MASS FOR PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES

and their Caregivers

Honoring the Gifts of Persons with
Disabilities, the Deaf Community, Family, Friends
and Caregivers will be celebrated on Saturday,
March 24 at 10:30 am. Mass will be followed by a
Reception. The Presider and Homilist will be
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. The
Mass will be held at the Cathedral of Sts. Peter and
Paul in Philadelphia. Please RSVP to learn more at
www.opdarchphilly.org.

© J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.
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ST. RAPHAELA CENTER
616 Coopertown Road in Haverford
www.straphaelacenter.org
610-642-5715

Women’s Weekend Retreat: “Life in the
Risen Lord.” A preached retreat with time for
personal prayer, group sharing and liturgies will be
held on the weekend of April 6-8. Please register at
the above phone number or email address.

Monthly Taize with Adoration: Come to
join us for a monthly Taize prayer, including
Eucharistic Adoration that will extend to midnight
on the 2" Wednesday of the month from 7:30-
8:30pm. No registration is needed. The next Taize
Prayer will be held on March 14.

10 SAVE
THEWORLD

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT
The Catholic Charities Appeal

Watch the Philadelphia 76ers take on the
Charlotte Hornets at the Wells Fargo Center on
Monday, March 19. A portion of all tickets sold
will directly benefit Catholic Charities Appeal
programs which provide support to the homeless,
special needs students, food cupboards, afterschool
programs and much more.

To purchase tickets to this game please visit:
https://groupmatics.events/event/CCA76ers.

YOU ARE INVITED
Lenten Bereavement Evening
Monday, March 19™ at 7:00 pm

Join us for a presentation on “How to
Channel Your Grief, presented by Domenica
Rafferty, LPC Grief Counselor at St. Thomas of
Villanova Parish Center, 1229 E. Lancaster Ave. in
Rosemont.  Please RSVP to Anne Murphy at
pastoral@stvparish.org.

ADVOCATES CORNER
Call to Family Community
N and Participation

Care for Creation

This article considers the final two Themes
in our series from the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) “Seven Themes of Catholic
Social Teaching” on their website [usccb.org]: “Call
to Family Community and Participation” plus “Care
for Creation”. Of the first, USCCB writes: “The
person is not only sacred but also social. How we
organize our society—in economics and politics, in
law and policy —directly affects human dignity and
the capacity of individuals to grow in community.
Marriage and the family are the central social
institutions that must be supported and strengthened,
not undermined. We believe people have a right and
a duty to participate in society, seeking together the
common good and well-being of all, especially the
poor and vulnerable.”  Economics and social
policies, as well as organization of the work world,
should be continually evaluated in light of their
impact on the strength and stability of family life.”

Of “Care for Creation” USCCB writes: “We
show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship
of creation. Care for the earth is not just an Earth
Day slogan, it is a requirement of our faith. We are
called to protect people and the planet, living our
faith in relationship with all of God’s creation. This
environmental challenge has fundamental moral and
ethical dimensions that cannot be ignored.” USCCB
quotes Pope Benedict XVI, Charity in Truth: “The
environment is God’s gift to everyone and in our use
of it we have a responsibility towards the poor,
towards future generations and towards humanity as
a whole.”

To learn more about how these themes apply
in advocating for the poor and hungry during this
current critical budget process time, contact Bill
Jones at conbill4@msn.com.
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CAMP VERITAS 2018

Camp Veritas is a week-long “play and pray”
pilgrimage and summer camp for teens entering
grades 7-12.

DATES:
June 10-14 at Lake Placid Camp, Lake Placid, FL

July 22-28 at Mount Saint Mary College,
Newburgh, NY

July 29-August 4 at Summit Lake Camp,
Emmitsburg, MD

August 12-18 at Camp Lakota in Wurtsboro, NY

RATES:

Regular rate for 7-day NY and MD programs
- $450.00 per camper per week.

Early bird rate if paid by April 1 is $400.

Regular rate for 4-day FL program is $350.
Early bird rate if paid by April 1 is $300.

Volunteers (18 years and older) are FREE!
Registration at www.campveritas.com.

IHM CONFERENCE CENTER

401 Bryn Mawr Ave. in Bryn Mawr
Conference Day

Special Event
“Afternoon Tea at the Mansion”
Thursday, March 15 - 1:00-2:30pm
Speakers: S. Bernadette Heister
and S. Jean Hennelly
from the IHM Family Literacy Center in Coatesville

TAIZE PRAYER
Prayer Around the Cross
Tuesdays, March 13 and 20: 7:30-8:30
Stipend: Donation

To register, please call 610-581-0120 or
email mdgipprich@gmail.com.

SATURDAY,
MARCH 17

PA'I'RIGI(
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7:30

9:30
11:15

6:30
8:00

6:30
8:00

6:30
8:00

6:30
8:00

6:30
8:00

8:00

7:30
9:30

11:15

Mass Intentions
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SUNDAY, MARCH 11

OUR MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL
PARISHIONERS

GLORIA M. RUSH

JOHN MC ELWEE AND

WILFORD ROUSSIN

MONDAY, MARCH 12

PATRICK CROSSAN FAMILY

TUESDAY, MARCH 13

HELEN CARITA

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14
ANN MARK
THE PHILLIPS FAMILY
THURSDAY, MARCH 15
THE MC GUCKIN FAMILY
MARY NICHOLA MARCHESANI
FRIDAY, MARCH 16
MR. AND MRS. ANGELO IJANNACONE
JOSEPH O’LEARY
SATURDAY, MARCH 17
HELEN F. SEIFERT
(13TH ANNIVERSARY)
SUNDAY, MARCH 18

JAMES WELSH

OUR MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL
PARISHIONERS

JOANN DALESANDRO



